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FOREWORD 


The Central Institute of Indian Languages is concerned with the development of Indian 
languages. The development of Indian languages can take place by their use in new 
domains, which requires development of materials and methods and manpower for work in 
the areas of codification, standardisation and modernisation. The work of the Institute 
encompasses basic research, material production and inservice training. The Institute is 
also entrusted with the responsibility of assisting and improving the teaching of Indian 
languages at various levels by developing new methods, models and materials and by 
making use of modern technology. The six Regional Language Centres are engaged in 
regular language teaching programmes. The Institute is also a clearing house of information 
relating to Indian languages and for this purpose the documentation work includes compiling 
of various bibliographies. 

The Institute has a long experience of study on tribal languages and tribal education. 
It has developed models and methods of language use in tribal education to suit the different 
linguistic and socio-political conditions. The codification of the tribal languages resulting in 
making a grammar and a dictionary is a pre-requisite for the preparation of primers in the 
tribal languages. The use of Andamanese is a new challenge because of the smallness of 
the size of its speakers and also their isolation. The tribal education in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands is part of the plan for total development of the people in the islands. Considering all 
these, the learning materials in Andamanese is planned to be used in primary education. 
The codification of Andamanese helps also to record and preserve this language. 

The major challenge in the development programme fortribals including their education 
is to both maintain their cultural values and to benefit from the modern economy. The 
education is to be designed to achieve this. We hope that this book is one small step in this 
direction. 

The Institute was given this opportunity of working with the tribal languages of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands by the Administration as part of their implementation of their 
master plan for the development of tribal people of the islands. The Institute records its 
gratitude to His Excellency the Lt. Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 


DR. E. ANNAMALAI 
Director 

Central Institute of Indian Languages 
Manasagangotrl, Mysore - 570 006 



INTRODUCTION 


The Andamanese are a small community belonging to the Negrito group. 
They were a nomadic tribe who are presently settled in Strait Island They 
were once, the most predominant Negrito tribe of the Andaman Islands 
whose population was estimated as 5000 to 8000 prior to the founding of 
the penal settlement in 1858. Now they are.just 36 in number. An attempt 
to write a primer for a group of 36 individuals would appear to be uncalled 
for. But it is not so. The Andamanese are a unique Negrito group who are 
considered as an endangered tribe. At present they have an identity crisis 
They have to be protected and helped to retain their identity and live with 
others with dignity and self respect., This primer is prepared with the above 
objective in mind. The primer is expected to revive their language and 
revitalise their culture. y 


A word about the Andamanese language used in the primer may not be 
irrelevant. The present settlers in the Strait Island appear to be a mixture of 
descendents of four distinct language groups such as Jeru, Cari, Bo, and 
Puchikwar. The language now used is mainly Jeru but each individual 
prefers his or her own vocabulary to be used. The primer has tried to 
represent the common core so that it would be owned by all of them. 

The primer is prepared in the Bilingual Transfer Framework an 
innovative model developed by the Institute. It involves introduction of 
literacy skills initially in the mother tongue - Andamanese and subsequently 
these skills will be transferred to Hindi which is the language of the Union 
erntory. The primer has been designed to develop literacy skills throuqh 
script and content lessons. Each lesson is followed by exercises to develop 
such skills. To facilitate this process the Devanagari script which is used for 
Hindi is adopted for Andamanese with necessary additions and 
modifications. The script is introduced in two phases. First those letters 
which are necessary to read and write Andamanese have been introduced 
through the Andamanese part of the primer. Later through the 
ndamanese-Hmdi part the left over letters which are necessary to learn 

Hinrll oro 3 " 




As such the primer has the following components. 

1. Script lessons to teach those Devanagari letters (with modifications 
wherever necessary) that are required to learn Andamanese. 

2. Content lessons to develop reading skills in Andamanese. 

3. Script lessons to teach those left over Devanagari letters that are required 

to learn Hindi. M 

4. Exercises at the end of each lesson to develop the intended skills. 

To supplement the teaching of Andamanese a video film on 
Andamanese language teaching has been produced. Also to supplement 
the teaching of Andamanese and Hindi an Andamanese - Hindi - English 
Pictorial Glossary has been prepared. The teachers who use this primer are 
expected to do so along with these supplementary materials. Comments 
and criticisms, if any, are welcome to improve the primer as well as the 
supplementary materials. 


Dr. V. Gnanasundaram 
Reader - cum - Research Officer 
Central Institute of Indian 
Languages 
Mysore 

(Project Supervisor) 


Dr. M.R. Ranganatha 

Project Officer 

Central Institute of Indian 

Languages 

Mysore 
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